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ABSTRACT 

Two basic generalizations about rivers were realized long before geomorphology emerged as an organized science: 1) 

stream form the valleys in which they flow and 2) every river consists of a major trunk segment fed by number of mutually 

adjusted branches that diminish in size away from the main stream. The many tributaries define a network of channels that 

drain water from a discernible, finite area which is the drainage basin, or watershed, of the trunk river 
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